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   Chautauqua.  Does that word mean anything to you? It didn't mean anything to 
me, that is, until I found ads for the event as I looked through some old 
newspapers.  The more I found out about this event the more I became 
intrigued.  This occasion, called Chautauqua, was held for eight successive years in 
Durand, beginning in 1913 and ending in 1920.  For five to seven days, citizens of 
Durand and surrounding townships would be submerged in the culture of the 
day.  During Chautauqua, orators would speak on hot topics of the moment, and 
musicians would play any range of music from orchestral arrangements to 
popular folk music.  Durand's Chautauqua was put on by the Durand Commercial 
Club, and was usually held in the beginning of August.  Here's what President 
James Garfield had to say about Chautauqua: "What shall you do with your 
leisure? I understand that Chautauqua is trying to answer that question,   and to 
open out fields of thought, to open out energies, a largeness of mind and a 
culture in the better sense."  In order for you to get a better understanding of 
what Chautauqua was, I have included the following article from the July 18th, 
1913 Pepin County Courier: 

   

  The Chautauqua Idea 

    "In the year 1874 Mr. Lewis Miller and Bishop John H. Vincent conceived the 
idea of holding an annual summer meeting where the great speakers and 
musicians of the country could meet a great gathering of people who were out for 
their vacation.  The place they selected was Chautauqua Lake, New York, and the 
plan proved more than a success. 

    The name of this first meeting place somehow attached itself to the great 
movement, and today the majority of us look at the great posters and signs which 
announce our Chautauqua, without any idea about how we happen to call it by 
that name.  That first Chautauqua was almost forty years ago, but the movement 
is still constantly gaining ground, until today a city or town is considered non-
progressive if it fails to hold a Chautauqua assembly.    

    Not only the movement itself, but the spirit of the old Chautauqua 
remains.  The main purpose of the assembly is still to bring the very best in music 



and entertainment, and the most noted of public speakers before the Chautauqua 
assemblies of every town. 

    When we study the history of the great Chautauqua movement, and note its 
rapid spread, we are led to wonder how any idea could have attained such 
universal and enthusiastic recognition and support.  The Chautauqua is the 
greatest force in existence today in making popular our great question of ethics, 
education and politics.  We consider our city especially fortunate in securing these 
advantages for our own people."  

 

                                                           

 

          This is one of the ads that caught my eye.    
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Here's a quartet that sang during the second day of the 1914 Chautauqua. 

 



 

The governor of Louisiana was the keynote 
speaker of the very first Durand Chautauqua. 

 

 

This man was the chief orator of the 1913 Chautauqua. His name was Bryan. 

 



 

This quartet played their mandolins on the fifth day of the 1914 Chautauqua 

 


